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ZOOM WE GO - JANUARY 26, 2021
Debbie Maddy
Presents

No Diamonds/No Y Seams,
Old Quilts - New Methods
Learn about the technique Debbie uses to design quilts that are beautiful
and look complicated. but are truly simple to master. (Hints and designs for
both beginners and accomplished quilters). Debby will also show 75-80
quilts pieced using her designs in various fabric selections.
Debbie is the maker of fabulous Indigo and shibori fabrics. Her most recent endeavors have been in the
world of fabric and fiber dyeing of all kinds but most specifically Shibori and Indigo dyeing. She has studied
under some of the most prestigious artists in the US, Japan and England. She loves traveling to teach and
speak for guilds and shops around the country. She dyes and sells items to wear and decorate with and is
thrilled and honored to be a part of the Moda Fabrics designer family.
She began her journey with indigo as most people do, in a class folding and clamping the fabrics and
dyeing in the indigo. That class was the first of many to learn more and more.
Debbie said she wanted to learn how to stitch and wrap on poles and fold in very unusual ways to get
more intricate and unusual designs. She has traveled to Japan twice, England and all over the US
taking classes and learning from the masters. It is an ancient art with a very contemporary feel. Her
favorite thing about learning is sharing with my students. She always enjoys the classes where she
can share the many stitching techniques for the unusual designs. She said, “I would love for you to
join me on this adventure.”
Debbie also enjoys making jewelry for others to enjoy. Her favorite techniques are working with silver
in all forms and finding and using very unusual items to make earrings, bracelets and necklaces. This
will be a Zoom programs.
For more information, check out Debbie’s website at www.debbiemaddy.com.
Our January speaker is a pattern and fabric designer known for her Shibori and Indigo fabrics produced by Moda. I was just glancing
through the newest issue of Simply Moderne and there she was! It's a great article with more information and pictures if you have access to the magazine. Watch for your Zoom invite for the January 26th meeting - Candy Grisham

OUR NEW PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Bits ’n’ Pieces Friends,
Happy New Year!!!
I am extremely excited to see this new year arrive & especially to greet you as your
new president.
I’d like to call this new year our “Year of Hope”
~Hope for receiving the new vaccine to help us get closer to a “new normal”
~Hope for retreats, fun sew days so we can sew together “in person”
~Hope for resuming guild meetings, parties & hugging one another
As we look back on 2020, we can say the events that happened brought new meaning to old words. I remember making a race car quilt for my grandson & I appliquéd
the words Zoom….Zoom”. That word has a whole new meaning to all of us today.
Zoom, the app, allows us to be able to see our friends, share our projects & even get
advice. Thanks to the hard work of our program chairs, we now can look forward to
programs & workshops through Zoom.
We just have to be patient a little longer. I look forward to being the one to announce
that we will meet again at the church.

So, hang in there dear friends. This is the year of Hope.
Happy Quilting,
Phyllis Bednarek
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FORMER PRESIDENT ‘S FAREWELL MESSAGE

In 2018 when I accepted the presidency of Bits 'n' Pieces Quilt Guild I thought
about all the amazing women who were presidents before me and felt I had big
shoes to fill. I think every president left their mark and made the guild much better. In my two years there were many unexpected events but we did move forward in many ways.
The first thing we accomplished was the transition out of mailing newsletters.
We were still printing and sending some newsletters in the mail. Now everyone
receives their newsletter from the web page.
Second, I am happy to announce that the guild is now an official not for profit
corporation. We are still in the process of getting tax exempt status. I have
found that the government moves very slowly. I will follow this process through
to completion.

Third, I dealt with the pandemic. Cancelled quilt show, cancelled meetings, uncertainty, Zoom meeting. Because of the amazing work of the vice presidents
and national speakers committee, 2021 will be an exciting year for the guild.
It is the guild members that make a guild successful. I want to thank all of you
for making my job easy. I am excited that the guild will move forward under the
capable leadership of Phyllis Bednarek.
"You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You
can steer yourself in any direction you choose.' - Oh, the Places
You'll Go, Dr. Seuss
Steer yourself toward creativity.
Jean Goldsberry

MINUTES OF ZOOM-MEETING
Nancy Hopkins, Secretary
Linda Waugh, Coordinator

Minutes of November 17, 2020
President Jean Goldsberry opened the meeting at
7:00am via zoom.

Wendy Richards: Her son Roland passed away in late October
2020. He was diagnosed earlier with an aggressive brain cancer,
Glioblastoma. Wendy and her husband continue to appreciate our
supportive prayer and thoughts.

The president presented the nominees for President and Treasurer: Phyllis Bednarek and Debbie
Reynolds.

Wendy wrote:
Dear Guild Friends,
It is hard to express how much we (husband and I) appreciate the
emails, cards, calls, and expressions of support and caring we have
received. Thank you. Facing the holidays without Mom (Ginger)
and now our son Roland is hard to imagine. We are so thankful for
family and friends.

The nominees were approved unanimously with a
show of hands.
President Goldsberry reported that all documents
have been submitted to the State of Missouri and
approval is expected within a week.

Wishing everyone safe and healthy holidays and looking to a brighter new year.
Again, thank you.
Wendy

The retreat for January 2021 has been cancelled
due to COVID-19.
Dues for 2021 are to be sent to Mary Lou Knox
beginning December 1, 2020. Checks will be deposited in the middle of the month. Members not
paid up by the end of February 2021 will be
dropped from the guild roster.

Mary Ann Stark: Her daughter, Christine, passed away on
Thanksgiving. Below is a heart-felt and grateful message from
Mary Ann. Let’s surround her with many supportive prayers and
comforting words for quite a long time. She needs us during this
difficult time.
Mary Ann wrote:

Gay Stewart, COK chairperson, reported that quilt
kits are being assembled and that there are seven
to eight quilt tops that need to be pieced.

I didn’t mention that we have been grateful and supported by the
literal hours and hours that you all have given in prayer for the many
urgent requests we have had for over 5 years.
I know our peace comes from His grace in answer to those prayers.

Gail Tredoux reported that there will not be a meeting in December.

We can never thank you enough.
Love, Maryann

Candy Grisham presented a power point program
on Dresden Plate quilts.

All of our friends mentioned above need our prayers. I know they
will also appreciate a card or email of support. Thanks so much to
each of you for showing your care and concern for our members.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Nancy Hopkins
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FANFARE OF QUILTS MARCH 17-19 2023
Darla Gibson, Quilt Show Committee Chair

THE CHALLENGES

Quilters!
Happy New Year! I think we were all looking forward to
turning the corner of the new year but unfortunately, not
much has changed. We are still in a pandemic and although closer (and well worth celebrating!) to a vaccine,
much still to do. I reached out to Queeny to verify their
situation and dates but haven’t heard back yet.
So, I’m going to dwell on the positive with regards to
that! You all have more time to get more beautiful quilts
completed for a Quilt Show in 2023! As mentioned earlier,
the next quilt show will be held March 17 – 19,
2023. Please mark your calendars! This gives us TWO
FULL YEARS to get quilts completed to put in the show!

Website.

As a result of the awkwardness of COVID and
cancellation of all in-person meetings throughout most of 2020 to the present, the plans for
judging the Challenges have morphed over
time. Most recently, it
had been planned that
an online photographic judging would be
done early in
2021. However, this
plan has again been
changed. The Guild
Board has set our calendar for the year and judging has been optimistically moved to our June Meeting, inperson!

I am holding off formalizing the committee for the 2023
show until next fall. I feel that it is too far in advance to
have you commit your time. But, if you have an interest in
helping out, please feel free to contact me at ddgibby64@yahoo.com.
Thank you and I will keep you posted on all things Quilt
Show related!
Darla Gibson
Quilt Show Committee Chair

RETREATS FOR MEMBERS

TODDHALL, COLUMBIA, IL
Susan Calzone, Coordinator
The guilds retreats are currently cancelled or a “to
be determined” status. Retreats will resume when
the guild is meeting in person. Retreat announcements will be broadcast via the group email service,
in the newsletter, and on the website. Contact Susan if you have any questions.

This is all with the hopes that: 1) we have each
received our series of
vaccines; and 2) herd
immunity has allowed
large groups to safely
assemble and we have
permission to meet
again from the St. Louis County Executive.

January – cancelled – Susan Calzone
June – TBD - Susan Calzone sesnowzone@charter.net

For those who just haven’t been motivated to
participate in these Challenges, you have 4 extra months to get those creative juices flowing
and get stitching. And thank you all for your
flexibility and patience during these wacky
times.

August – TBD - Laurie Schrader laurieaschrader@gmail.com

Sincerely,

October – TBD - Sue Meyer suziequilt@hotmail.com

Bits ‘n’ Pieces Quilt Guild

There are two ongoing
Quilt Challenge opportunities for the Guild. One is
the COVID Challenge, proposed informally by President Jean Goldsberry, and
the second is the Missouri
Bicentennial Challenge;
these rules can be found
at the Bits ‘n’ Pieces Guild

Kay Strebeck,
Bits Challenge Coordinator for 2020+
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MEMBERSHIP

THE UFO PROGRAM
Sarah Weible, Coordinator

Mary Lou Knox and Peggy Anderson
Coordinators

We all have them, you know you do! We’d
all like to get them off of our “to do” list as
well. This program is just the motivation
that’ll help you accomplish this task. Please
take a little time to send an email to:
s.weible@gmail.com with your name, project name and date started (it’s ok to guess).
When you complete your project – just email a photo with you and it to me along with
the date finished, the size and who/how it
was quilted. It’s that easy!

The 2021 year has started and our Bits and Pieces
Quilt Guild has 105 members registered!!!! This is
great news as this is 60% registered for the new
year!!! Please get your completed registration form
and a check to me before the end of February.
The guild has many informative and interesting programs planned for this year!!!! Just find the form on
the "Members Only" section of the website, COMPLETE the form, INCLUDE a check made out to "Bits
’n’ Pieces Quilt Guild", and MAIL to: Mary Lou Knox,
1465 Autumn Leaf Drive, Twin Oaks, MO,
63021. Everyone must renew their membership for
the 2021 year. If membership for 2021 has not been
renewed by then end of February, an individual's
membership will be dropped from the working roster. PLEASE GET YOUR MEMBERSHIP FORM
AND PAYMENTS IN EARLY!!!

In 2020, we had some very busy
quilters and I was able to enjoy
photos of lovely completed projects with proud owners. There
was such a nice variety: table
runners, jackets, wall hangings,
quilts, placemats, and even an ottoman! We
had participation prizes awarded in March
and September. The drawings were randomly selected from anyone who turned in a
form to participate. You didn’t even have to
have anything completed (other than the
form). There were achievement prizes
awarded in June and more winners will be
notified later this month of their prizes.

When we again have meetings in person and if you
want to win a membership attendance prize, you
must wear your name tag. We have stick-on name
tags available at the membership table or you can
order an engraved badge. Engraved badges are $10
and can be ordered in magnetic or pin backed
styles. An order form is available at the membership
table or please contact Peggy Anderson at: pjanderson56@charter.net Remember that magnetic badges should not be worn with a pacemaker! Let's increase our membership for 2021 and keep our guild
the BEST in the area!!

With projects off your “to do” list, a chance of
a participation prize as well as a cash prize –
there’s really no reason not to send me an
email!

Quiltingly Yours,
Mary Lou Knox
mknox911@charter.net

~Sarah Weible

Bits ‘n’ Pieces Quilt Guild
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SEW FUN ZOOM‘D EVENTS
Chris Williams, Coordinator
1. Beginner’s Luck – This minigroup continues to meet via Zoom
on the 1st Tuesday afternoon each month. We are now focusing
on small skills to add interest to our quilts. Upcoming in 2021 is a
“dwellings” project. Each month the hostess will present a
“dwelling/house” block. This is not a block exchange, but a year
long project. We’ll see that “there is no place like home – whatever the shape, size or location”.
2. Fun Sew Days also continue with Zoom. These are held the
first Saturday of each month and are open to all guild members
and the hours are generally from 9:30 a.m. 3:00 p.m. Just think –
sewing with friends and no need to haul a machine, sewing supplies, ruler, iron or project! Some people just do hand work during
the session also.
Normally these Zoom Fun Sew Days are limited in size, but since
we are not limited by electrical outlets I thought we should open
things up a bit and invite all of you.
The next dates are February 6, March 6, and April 3, 2021. I will
send out reminders each month, but please contact Chris Williams
(cwwill@earthlink.net) if you are interested in joining in the fun or
have questions.
As always, you pick your own project to work on - hand or machine
sewing is fine…all are welcome.
This is an open invitation:
* Can only come for the morning - welcome
* Can only come for the afternoon - welcome
* Nothing to sew but would like to just stop by for a chat welcome
* Might have to come and go during the day - welcome
I hope you can join us!
3. Bits Members Afternoon Zoom – This group meets every 2
weeks on THURSDAY AFTERNOON from 1:00 – 3:00. The group
chose to have a Sew Day during their Zoom meetings. This group
is open to everyone, but you must sign up to receive a Zoom invite.
The next meetings are scheduled for January 21, February 4, February 18, March 4, March 18 and April 1, 2021. If you are interested in joining this group or have questions, contact Chris Williams
(cwwill@earthlink.net)

COVER OUR KIDS

Tamra Phelps 636-386-5336
Gay Stewart 314-527-9980 (NEW CELL NO.)
Coordinators
FINALLY 2020 is over. 2021 NEW BEGINNING
YEAH!! Tamra and I are getting ready for an exciting and productive year. Happily, and thankfully, Bits members and friends have been so busy
making COK quilts during COVID. Fabric stashes
must be getting low.
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped
even in the smallest way with COK quilts for
2020. The delivered number is 316. YEAH!
YEAH! Delivering quilts to our many charities is
so exciting and fun. Tamra and I have met many
thankful people who tell us stories of the kids receiving the quilts. We all get huge smiles under
our masks and a twinkle in our eyes. If you ever
want to make a delivery with us, call one of us.
Oh, yeah, we usually do lunch or even Ted
Drewes!
Many kits from 2019 & 2020 are still out and
about being pieced, quilted, and/or bound. No
rush for returns, but if you have anything that
needs to be turned in, or you want another kit or
two, call one of us at the numbers above. We are
happy to arrange a pick-up or delivery.
THANK YOU again for all your work, time, fabric,
creativity, and love for these kids who need a
hug.
Gay and Tamra

4. Bits Members Evening Zoom – This group recently voted to
have zoom meetings every other week on WEDNESDAY EVENING from 7:00 – 9:00. The group is part social and part stitching –
your choice. It is a time to chat, share projects, ask questions and
just catch up on news of the Guild and each other. The next meetings are scheduled for January 20, February 3, February 17,
March 3, March 17 and March 31, 2021. There is room for several
more members in this Zoom group so if you are interested or have
questions, contact Chris Williams (cwwill@earthlink.net)

Bits ‘n’ Pieces Quilt Guild
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Dresden Reimagined Workshop
Candy Grisham, Instructor
January 9 & 16, 2021
Thank you for letting me come and do the
Dresden program. I've had quite a bit of interest in a workshop, so I am going to offer
one for just Bits n Pieces using a virtual format. I use prerecorded video and live instruction on Zoom.
We will do two 3-hour sessions in January
(9 & 16) 1-4:00PM for the Dresden Reimagined wall hanging. This will be followed one
month later by a Zoom Q & A. You will have
lots of time to sew and ask questions.
Cost: $40 (payable to Candy Grisham)
Template required: 18° wedge ruler
Dresden Quilt Blocks Reimagined book recommended. Both available from me or local shops.
Fabric supplies will be sent upon signup.
Most will be able to use what they already
have available.
To sign up please send me an
email: candyce54@gmail.com
Send checks to #3 Woodbine Ct.,
Washington, MO 63090
If you would like to pay by credit card,
please call me at 314.540.0780.
Photos on icandyfiberart.com or at
@icandyfiberart
Bits ‘n’ Pieces Quilt Guild
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Sunny Side Up Workshop
Gyleen Fitzgerald, Instructor
Virtual Workshop
A field of sunflowers just makes you happy. Recreate your favorite sunflowers or imagine electric
new varieties. Sunny Side Up cleverly uses two
sizes of kite polygon cut from 3” and 5½” strips.
You will learn how to construct a perfect
“Crisscross” and “Butterfly Seam” for effortless
stitching. It’s so easy you’ll fall in love.

When
May 26th – 2021 Time to be announced (6 hour)
Full Day Workshop Using Polygon Tools - Gyleen makes it easy!!

Cost
Workshop (including pattern) - $60
Tool required: Gyleen’s Polygon 3 Tool $15
Order from:
https://colourfulstitches-com.3dcartstores.com/Polygon3-Tool_p_21.html

Sign Up
Sign up due by April 15th - space is limited so don’t wait
Send check $60 to Bits n Pieces Quilt Guild
Mail to: Candy Grisham 3 Woodbine Ct. Washington, MO 63090
Candy Grisham, Coordinator

Supply List
Can be found at
:http://www.bitsnpiecesguild.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/
SupplyList_SunnySideUp_07102019.pdf

AN ACT OF KINDNESS

A TEAM

A SAD GOODBYE, A LITTLE HISTORY, & NEW LEADERS

We all are suffering the effects of not only the still raging
virus, but we also are subjected to the turmoil and division
in our own country. So when someone who has had her
share of heartaches, thought of me with a simple act of
kindness, it brought in a deluge of sunshine to my day and
crowned my AOK-er with an imaginary halo above her
head.

I've decided that it's time for me to step away from a leadership
role with our A-Team mini-group. I've really enjoyed being a
member and also hosting this group in my home, but I feel that
it's time for someone else to take over.
The A-Team was established in the spring of 2008--that's almost
13 years ago! It was started as a mini-group to encourage both
experienced and new applique enthusiasts. We were encouraged to find an applique method that would be best for each
individual in the group. In addition to participating in several
group activities, we had fun social interactions and also learned
from each other along the way.

Simple acts of kindness can be anything: a card, a mask, a
book, a small gift. They so very much brighten someone’s
day and/or bring tears of happiness. And it’s a proven fact
that quilters are givers and angels in the eyes of a recipient.
I ♥ hearts…a lot. I love this universal symbol of love. I try
to quilt a heart on every quilt I quilt and/or applique or stamp
a heart on the label. My AOK “Angel” knew this.

Here are some of our major group accomplishments of which
you should be proud:
♥ 2014 Raffle Quilt for Bits 'n' Pieces
♥ 2015 "A Taste of Applique" program for the guild
meeting
♥ 2020 Raffle Quilt for Bits 'n' Pieces-juried into the 2019 Spring Paducah AQS Quilt
Show, exhibited at the 2018 Ozark Piecemakers
Quilt Show in Springfield, MO.
♥ 2020 Butterfly Quilt Display at the Butterfly House in
Chesterfield.
♥ Coloring Book Quilts for Charity
♥ Various A-Team Challenges for our Fanfare of Quilts
Shows
♥ Various A-Team Workshops for members

About a month or so ago, I was a recipient of an act of kindness. I got an envelope addressed to me, but I didn’t recognize the handwriting, but did recognize the return address.
I eagerly ripped open the envelope. Inside were pages from
a quilting magazine entitled, “Family of Hearts”. Attached to
the top page, was a pink stickie that read: “Thought of you
when I saw this. Stay safe and healthy. The tears of happiness came tumbling down.
I while ago, I was lucky enough to be surprised when I was
given nearly a dozen heart blocks done in several different
sizes after lamenting to my mini group members a month
earlier about how an order for a heart block kit got all
messed up.

We've had a very good run and I hope this special group continues for many more years.
I want to thank all of you for your kind thoughts and thoughtful
insight into what your participation on the A-Team has meant to
you over the years. It is all heart-warming and means a lot to
me. Now on to the next update.

One day I hope to make a quilt with these hearts and give it
to someone that needs a little sunshine in their day.

Please welcome the leadership team of Judy Hoffman, Judy
Vogt, Phyllis Nelson, and Phyllis Bednarek who have graciously
volunteered to steer our group through its next phase. Although the details have not yet been worked out, more information will be sent out to you when ready. Since we're not able
to meet in person right now anyway, it gives your new leaders
time to get organized. They will be in touch with you soon.

- Cindy Holten

In the meantime take care of yourselves, and enjoy the season.
Winter is a good time for sewing and hopefully lots of applique
will appear magically in the Spring!
~ Debbie Ernst

Be on the lookout for upcoming events
and changes to the guild’s schedule in the
newsletter and on the guild’s website.
-Marsha Bray
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