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www.bitsnpiecesguild.com 

MARCH 2015 

“A  T a s t e  o f  A p p l i q u é” 
Something for Everyone 

Presented by the A-Team Mini Group and Other Members of the Guild 
 

Come to the March meeting and be inspired by our program.  You will be able to 
view appliqué works of art “up close and personal” and you can chat one-on-one 
with the talented experts who created them.  
 

We’ll begin the program with a slide presentation and then provide you with time 
to explore these appliqué topics: 
 

♥ Needle-turn Appliqué 
♥ Machine Appliqué (Raw Edge) 

♥ Designing Your Own Appliqué 
♥ Wool Appliqué 
♥ Appliqué Tools 
♥ Using Fusibles 
♥ Using Interfacing and Freezer Paper 
♥ Using Your Embroidery Machine to Appliqué 

 

We hope you enjoy the program and are inspired to try something new! 



 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S AG E  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Honor and Remembrance . . . 

 

After the last guild meeting, I reflected on Judy Humphrey’s 

words and passion as she spoke about the Honor Flight Quilts. 

We, as a guild, exceeded her expectations. 

 

As I think about our freedom, I remember that our fathers, 

mothers, sons, daughters, and friends stepped up to defend 

and insure these freedoms. Many literally bled and many died 

to protect the foundations of our country. Some, like the 

World War II generation, came home and did not share their 

war memories. They came home and had families, and were 

secure that those principles of our founding fathers would 

continue. 

 

So while these Honor Flight quilts are our gifts from the guild 

to WW II veterans, let us all also take a minute to reflect in 

our own way about those Americans who served and currently 

serve our country in the armed forces and in humanitar-

ian  and missionary service. We do have an abundance of 

blessings, so let's honor and remember those who step up and 

put themselves in harm’s way. 

 

I am always impressed with the compassion, commitment, and 

integrity of each and every member of the guild. Thank you 

for giving of yourselves and talents to our community. 

 

Best to all, 

 

 

Anne Perry, President 



24 February 2015 

 

President Anne Perry called the 

meeting to order at 7PM. 

Minutes of the January meeting and 

the Treasurer’s report were accepted 

as written. 

Announcements were made. 

Cindy Holten announced that the 

newsletter deadline is February 28, 

2015.  There is a new section in the 

newsletter that deals with various 

aspects and questions about quilting. 

Anne Perry announced that two tick-
ets for the IQA Chicago Show had 
been donated for member use.  Jane 
Falconer will be able to use the tick-
ets. 
 

Candy Grisham presented informa-

tion about the new Workshop by 

Members workshop.  It will be held on 

May 27th.  She and Judy Humphrey 

will be teaching how to make a nee-

dle case using wool appliqué. 

Judy Humphrey announced that 

enough Honor Flight Quilts have 

been made for the March, April, and 

part of May Honor Flights. 

Linda Waugh introduced Jean Golds-

berry who presented the Quilter’s 

Minute. 

Tracy Back, program presenter, was 

introduced by Linda Waugh.  Tracy’s 

“Adventures at a Silent Auction” was 

an informative talk on bidding at a 

silent auction.  She also brought ex-

amples of quilts she had acquired 

through those auctions. 

Nancy Peters, Quilt show chair, 

called for volunteers to fill several 

important responsibilities for the 2016 

show.  Chairpersons are needed for: 

Demos, Special Exhibits, Publicity, 

Featured Quilters, and Judges.  She 

reminded us that we should keep 

working on our entries for the show. 

A parade of Honor Flight quilts closed 

the first part of the meeting. 

After a short break, the meeting re-

sumed at 8:10PM. 

Linda Waugh announced that the 

May meeting would feature a quilting-

related Garage Sale.  Members are 

invited to reserve a half or whole ta-

ble to sell any of their quilting related 

items including sewing machines.  

This is a good time to clean out your 

sewing room and provide your fellow 

quilters the opportunity to add to their 

stash.  Please contact Linda, Mary 

Miller, or Jean Goldsberry to reserve 

your table. 

Debbie Ernst reported on the Guild 

Challenge “What’s Your Number?”.   

Your entry is due at the September 

meeting.  So far 66 members have 

signed up for the challenge. 

Bernice Dodge announced that 

Peggy Anderson is the co-chair for 

UFOs.  March is the deadline to turn 

in your UFO sheet.   She reminded us 

that a UFO that has been finished 

must be shown at Show and Tell to 

be counted toward your final number 

of completed UFO’s. 
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MEETING MINUTES 

Chris Williams, COK Chair, announced 

that the next Sew Day will be Satur-

day, February 21, 2015.  Please follow 

the time frames for returning items for 

COKs: Baggy Blocks need to be re-

turned the following meeting, kits need 

to be returned within two meetings, 

kits that require piecing the top and 

quilting the quilt should be returned 

within three meetings. 

Lisa Marsden and Laura Khoury, 

Membership, conducted the door prize 

drawings.  They also reminded us that 

dues were due in January.  If you have 

not paid, please do so by the March 

meeting. 

Darla Gibson reminded members that 

the one-day retreat will be held April 

11th from 9AM-9PM at the West 

County Fire Station on Henry Road.  

The fee for the day is $10 and lunch is 

included. 

Show and Tell 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Sagan, Secretary       



 
COK and More: Chris Williams  

 Our members have been productive!  We had 22 completed 
quilts turned in at the February meeting – 11 from COK kits and 
11 donated by members.  The total for just the first 2 months of 
this year is 36 quilts.  Thank you! 

 The Saturday February 28th  COK sew day was again a fun time.  
We had 6 members sewing and 5 members who came to cut.  
Our day was shortened a little by the snow storm that visited 
earlier than expected, but all in all, the day was a great success.  
It was nice to see that the “cutting stations” were kept busy and 
we will continue having those “opportunities” available at each of 
the sew days.  For those of you who just have a couple of hours 
to attend, the cutting stations offer a great way to contribute and 
join in the fun. NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 

 Baggy Blocks:  

 January - Darla Gibson and Bernice Dodge created several 
kits from the 9-patch baggy blocks that were turned in at the 
January meeting.  Those kits are now available to be pieced 
and will be at the next Bits meeting.   

 February - Laurie Schrader picked up the baggy blocks that 
were distributed at the January meeting and will be creating 
kits from them.  Lisa Marsden is the coordinator for the 
baggy blocks that were distributed at the  February meeting.  
The coordinators for the coming months are: 

 March - Debbie Briscoe  

 April – The Company 

 May – Peggy Knight 

 June – Judy Humphrey and Candy Grisham 

 July – Bernadette Delannay 

 If you and a friend or a group would like to serve as coordina-
tor for a month, or assist others, please contact me.  I’ll be 
happy to explain the process and assist you with the project. 

 Requested Return Schedule for Kits 

  As a reminder, the following is the schedule for kits signed 
out at the meetings or at sew days: 

1.  Kits that are taken home to be pieced, please return 2 
months after the meeting. 

2.  Kits that are taken home to be quilted, please return 2 
months after the meeting. 

3.  Kits that are taken home to be pieced and quilted, 
please return no later than 3 months after the meeting.    

If you find you are unable to meet these guidelines, please 
contact Chris Williams or return the quilt to COK so that 
we can keep the process moving. 

 COK Sew Days at Salem Methodist 

 Saturday, March 21 
 
2015 Guild Challenge: Roxanne Jasper  and Debbie Ernst 

 What’s Your Number? is the title of the 2015 challenge. 

 You pick an even page number from one of 8 magazines and 
both sides of that page may be used for your challenge inspira-
tion. 

 First through third place winners will be voted on and announced 
at the September guild meeting. All entries will be displayed at  
the 2016 Fanfare of Quilts. 

 Rules: 32” x 32” finished, hand or machine quilted, 4” sleeve and 
label on back, inspiration page with explanation  returned with quilt, 
embellishments, any fabric medium and quilt style and method 
allowed.  See flyer on website for details.   

 The members of the Challenge Committee, Roxann Jasper,  
Mary Lou Melkowski, Debbie Ernst, and Terry Rhodes, would like to 
thank everyone for their participation in this year’s challenge.  We 
were very excited that at the first meeting, 60 people chose their 
number!  The last meeting the magazines will be available will be in 
August. Please do not hesitate to contact any of the committee 
members with any questions. 

 
Library: Kay Merz  

 Have you always wanted to try appliqué or maybe you improve your 
appliqué skill or try a new appliqué technique? There are so many 
different ways to incorporate appliqué into your quilting and so 
many different appliqué techniques.  There is sure to be a tech-
nique that is right for you.  At our March meeting, in conjunction 
with the program on appliqué, the appliqué books from our library 
will be displayed at the library table.  Don’t forget to check out these 
great resources. They could open a new door in your quilting world. 

 
Membership: Lisa Marsden and Laura Khoury  

 The annual fee this year is $25. Guests are always welcome at the 
meeting for $2.00 ($5.00 when there is a national speaker). Encour-
age your friends to join us! 

 We would like to give a HUGE THANK YOU to Amy Jackman-
Green for a Jackman's  gift certificate for our attendance prizes!! 

 Our attendance prizes were won by Terry Jacobi and  
Sherry Mueller. Congratulations and we hope you enjoy them! 

 Remember to wear your badge. We have stick-on name tags at the 
membership table or you can order the engraved badges with the 
new logo! These are $10 and can be ordered in magnetic or pin 
backed styles. Remember the magnetic badges should not be worn 
with a pacemaker! 

 We had 82 people in attendance at the February meeting . 

 Please welcome our new members -- Cyndi McIntire,  
Linda Schwartz, Nancy Stratte. 

 To date, we have 127 members that have paid their 2014 Member-
ship dues. If you haven't paid yet this year please mail to Lisa Mars-
den. Thank you! 

 We would like to have guests and new members sit with someone 
during the meeting so they feel more comfortable and can ask 
questions. If you would like to be one of these people, please men-
tion to us at the membership table and be available for easy access 
if needed. Thanks! 

 
Media Resources: Cindy Holten/Darla Gibson/Marsha Bray  
Our guild uses many forms of social media in order to provide you with 
the most updated information about our guild.   

 Cindy Holten—Newsletter editor 

 Darla Gibson—Facebook and Yahoo Group 

 Marsha Bray—Website 
If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions regarding any of 
these media resources, please contact the respective individual for as-
sistance.  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 



 
Programs for 2015 Guild Meetings: Linda Waugh  

 MAR 24 Quilter’s Minute: Darla Gibson 
Program:  A Taste of Appliqué—Something for Every-
one presented by the “A Team” mini group. 

 APR 28 Quilter’s Minute: Jean Weber 
Program:  Becca Bryan will present her new book and 
a trunk show. 

 MAY 26 Program:  Garage Sale. Presented by Linda Waugh, 
   Jean Goldsberry & Mary Miller. Details to follow. 

 JUN 23 Program: Salad Supper presented by Debbie Miles 
   and Jan Oehrle. Details to follow. 

 JUL 21—NOTE DATE CHANGED TO THIRD Tuesday.  
Quilter’s Minute: Mona Howard 
Program:  “You Are Your Quilt Story” by Mindy Smith.  

 
Quilt Show 2016: Nancy Peters, Chair 

 First of all, a big thank you to Sarah Stevens for volunteering to 
be our Publicity Chairman! 

 However, we still need chairs for: Demos, Judges, and Special 
Exhibits. Won’t you join us? 

 We will not need a volunteer for library cases as Daniel Boone, 
Sachs and Grand Glaze are not available at the time we would 
need to use them. 

 Fanfare of Quilts 2016 will be our 10th Fanfare show! Let’s make 
it our best! That will be a very hard task as the first 9 shows were 
great thanks to spectacular quilts and great volunteers! 

 
Retreats at Toddhall (Columbia, IL): Susan Calzone 

 Each June and January our guild hosts an extended days/nights 
retreat at Toddhall Retreat and Conference Center in nearby 
Columbia, Illinois.  These retreats give our members an opportu-
nity to escape their daily responsibilities and really focus on do-
ing what they love, quilting.  Bring whatever and as many pro-
jects as you like, sew at your own pace, ask for opinions and 
advice, learn new tricks and techniques from others, etc. 

 Contact me now if you are interested in attending the June 3rd – 
7th, 2015 retreat.  Space is limited and time is running out.  If the 
retreat fills to capacity you may choose to be put on a wait-list.   

The payment schedule follows: 

 $75 down payment due on or before March 24th (guild meet-
ing) 

 Balance due payments due on or before April 28th (guild 
meeting) 

 Detailed information can be found on our website at bitsnpieces-
guild.com or our yahoo groups site at bit-
squilts@yahoogroups.com.   If you have questions feel free to 
contact me.   

 Future retreat reservations: 

 June  3rd  – 7th,  2015 

 January  20th  – 24th, 2016 

 June  8th  – 12th,  2016 

 If you have questions feel free to contact me. Susan Calzone 
sesnowzone@charter.net. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS—cont’d 

Day Retreats: Darla Gibson  

 APR 11 - One Day Retreat  Pack up those projects and sewing 
supplies and sign up for another fun one-day retreat.  Save this 
upcoming Saturday to finish up those UFOs, start new ones, or 
even work on Christmas items...anything you’d like. 

 We will meet at the West County Fire Station from 9 am to 9 pm. 
The room can hold about 16-20 people...but we already have 13 on 
the list now! 

 So hurry and  see Darla at the next meeting to sign up. A small fee 
of $10, which includes lunch, will reserve your spot.   

 This is a great opportunity to get to know some of your fellow guild 
members and to spend the day working on your own projects.   
We’d love to have you there!   

 
Sunshine & Shadow: Cindy Holten 

 Phyllis Nelson - Had surgery in January and is currently on the 
road to recovery.  

 Please show your support through your thoughts, prayers, and 
cards. 

 Please email me at cmholten@sbcglobal.net about yours or a 
member’s special happenings, quilting honors/awards/
showings, or life’s events both happy and sad.  And I will be 
sure to both announce it in the newsletter as well as send a 
card from the Guild. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Jean Weber 

 The Reimbursement/Income Submission form is used to document 
all money requests and helps to clarify transactions. The Treasurer, 
Jean Weber, will also have hard copies of the form at the monthly 
meetings.  

 Methods of Reimbursement/Income Submission: 

 When submitting to the Treasurer in person: 

 Please complete a Reimbursement/Income form and attach 
your receipt.   

 When submitting to the Treasurer by email: 

 Please include reason for payment, the total amount re-
quested, and a scanned/attached file copy of the invoice 
and/or receipts. The reimbursement form is not needed for 
an emailed request. 

 The Treasurer's Report is posted to the Yahoo Group each month 
and may be found on our website in the "Members Only" tab. 

 The Reimbursement/Income form can also be found on our website 
in the “Members Only” tab. 

 
Workshops By Members:  

 MAY 27—Wool Needlecase Workshop by Judy Humphrey &  
Candy Grisham 
Salem Methodist church form 10 am to 3 pm 
Workshop $10/Kit Fee $10  
(Make checks to Judy Humphrey) 

 You will learn to stitch wool to wool and add a vari-
ety of stitches and embellishments to create a one- 
of-a-kind needle case for yourself. 

 The kit will contain wool, embellishment threads, 
needles and directions. You will only need scissors, 
neutral thread and regular needle. 



 Spaces are limited. Please contact Judy at  
jhumphreyr@gmail.com or Candy and candyce54@gmail.com to 
reserve your spot!   

 
Workshops by National Speakers: Wendy Richards 

 No updates. 
 
UFOs: Bernice Dodge and Peggy Anderson 

 March will be the deadline for turning in your 2015 UFO list. This 
list can have one UFO on it or hundreds!  

 The prizes will be presented a little differently this year. We will 
still have the prize for the most projects completed, a prize for the 
most square inches, and a prize for the oldest project completed, 
but these prizes cannot be won by the same person. The differ-
ence this year is that for every UFO completed, you will have 
your name put in a “hat” for a chance to win a prize.  We will 
draw names to distribute the balance of the prize money and 
again, each member can only win one of these prizes.  

 We hope by doing this, more members will have an incentive to 
turn in a UFO list and to complete at least one UFO.  We feel this 
allows members who have only completed one UFO the opportu-
nity to win something...and don’t we all like to win!!! 

 Remember your UFO must be shown during Show and Tell to 
qualify. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS—cont’d 

GUILD GARAGE SALE 

Tuesday, May 26 

Mark your calendars!  

This is a fun event you don’t want 

to miss! 

Start that Spring cleaning and  

reserve your table now. 

For Table Reservation contact: 

 

SALAD SUPPER  
June 23 
 

We may be threatened with 

below-zero wind chills now, but in just a few 

short weeks we will be wearing our sandals 

and short-sleeved blouses to the Summer Salad 

Supper at the June meeting of the Guild!  

 

To add to the evening’s fun, we are asking each 

of you to look around your homes and find a 

small, inexpensive item that would make a nice 

surprise gift for a fellow member of the guild.  It 

needn’t be quilt- or craft-related, just some-

thing that you are willing to give away to 

brighten another person’s day!  Please wrap the 

item to keep it a surprise until we all have our 

new treasures in hand.   Perhaps you can re-

gard this as your first act of spring cleaning! 

 

We’ll be giving more information about the 

Summer Salad Supper in future newsletters and 

at the meetings. 
 

Debbie Miles and Jan Oehrle 
Just a little something… 
 

Other names for UFOs: 

 PHD – Projects Half-Done 

 PIG – Projects in Grocery Bags 

 WOMBAT – Waste of Money, Batting and Time 

 NESTY – Not Even Started Yet 

 PFC – Professional Fabric Collector 

 STABLE – Stash Accumulation Beyond Life Ex-

pectancy 

 WITHWIT – What in the Heck Was I Thinking? 



 

QUILTER’S QUEST QUORNER  
 

Question:  What is your favorite specialty ruler? 
 
 

I find the Bloc Loc Rulers very easy to use. Besides the ones for half square triangle trimming, I have 
the Strip-Set Ruler for accurately cutting strips you have sewn together into various sizes of pieces 
such as would be used in a rail fence.  I also have two Deb Tucker rulers. When using her Rapid Fire 
Lemoyne Star ruler you can make Lemoyne Star blocks without "Y" seams. One Ruler  has all the di-
mensions on it for  blocks from 3" to 12" and comes with very specific instructions. Her Square2 ruler 
has all the measurements printed right on the ruler for making square in a square blocks from 1" to 
6". She also has very good videos on the internet with thorough instructions. - Bernice Dodge 
 
I have a new ruler Trimmer by George 2.0.  Only had for a couple of months and just started using it 
in past couple weeks.  It is a 12 inch acrylic ruler with some special markings on it and a metal 
edge  about a quarter inch tall.  Its main purpose is to trim batting only  from quilt blocks made in the 
hoop on the embroidery machine.   Go to www.hoopsisters.com & watch the demo; you will proba-
bly want one then you might have to buy an embroidery machine to go with it!!  - Shirley Handlang 
 
I love my 12", 6"and I have a little 3" that I find I use a lot.  I also have the "bloc" set and must admit I 
haven't read how to use them.  I guess I am not alone in buying all these new fangled rulers that I 
read about and then in the drawer they go.  Along with boxes, drawers and a closet full of quilting " 
stuff:" I just pray I will live long enough to use most of the things.  - Carol Wynn 
 
The ruler I cannot do without is Salem Rule FSQ-1. It is actually 2 rulers taped together to make a 
large right angle. Like 24" large in both directions. It is wonderful for squaring up a quilt. While I may 
use other rulers more frequently, no other ruler does the job this one does. And then it folds over on 
itself on the diagonal and only takes up 24" x 6" space. I bought it in Paducah years ago. When a 
friend recently tried to buy it on line, I think the name of the ruler was a bit different, but she found 
it. The phone number on my ruler is 1-888-209-4087.  - Fran Collins 
 
I have two actually.  One is the "Bloc Lok" ruler.  When I first heard about the Bloc Lok, I thought, 
why would you buy a ruler that apparently had but one purpose.  Well, that never stopped me be-
fore and so I bought it and promptly buried it in a drawer...until months and months (read years) 
later when I was working on a COK quilt kit that had a bzillion pinwheels...all needing to be 
trimmed. The Bloc Lok locked into that seam hump of the pinwheel and made trimming all those pin-
wheels almost nice and WAY easier than using a regular square ruler.  The other ruler is the "Folded 
Corner Clipper" which is a great aid for trimming those dreaded "snowball" corners.  Just put this 
handy-dandy little ruler on top of the smaller square, line it up with the appropriate measure-
ment and make a diagonal cut and voila all the corners (uh, most corners)  will be perfectly aligned 
and need little to no trimming.  - Cindy Holten 

http://www.hoopsisters.com


Don’t forget—we’re open every Sunday from 12 – 4 pm 
Visit us at: 10403 Clayton Road in La Chateau Village or call us at (314) 993-1181 

Monday & Wednesday 10-5; Tuesday & Thursday 10-6:30;  
Friday & Saturday 10-4:30; Sunday 12-4:00 

Find our newsletter on our web page: www.quiltedfox.com  

 

 

Carol Lovelace 

Debbie Akin 

Jan  Oehrle 

Jeri Wagner 

Mary Ann Anderson 

Nancy Sinise 

Rosemary Hopkins 

Sue Meyer 

Susan Ahmad 

Zeynep Austill 

Save the date!!! Sunday, March 22, 2015 12:30 pm—3:30 pm 
Book signing with international award-winning quilter Suzanne Marshall! 

Paducah Bus Trips  April 22, 23, 24, or 25, 2015 with The Quilted Fox —Reserve now! 

Suzanne’s new book is a valuable tutorial for the hand 
quilter who wants to improve technique. Peek inside quilt 
judging as Suzanne shares comments made about quilts 

she has entered in contests. The book includes 16 patterns 
from her award-winning VASES quilt. 

 

Suzanne will also will also demonstrate quilting without a 
frame or a hoop and  answer questions or brainstorm with 

people about something they are working on. 

http://www.quiltedfox.com/


BITS AND PIECES 

 

I 
t has been an honor to bring this project to our 

guild.  Plus working with PMQ, we now have a total 

of 46 quilts, with promises for more quilts com-

ing.  With that in mind, I think we can do three 

Honor Flights since there are 22 veterans on each flight. The dates for 

those Honor Flights are: March 31, April 28, and May 19.   

 

This will conclude our making of the Lap Quilts for the Honor Flight.  This was not 

meant to be a long range project. 

 

 

March 21 & 22: Thimble & Thread Quilt Guild of Greater St. Louis presents 
Quilt Expo 2015, “Quilt Magic” , at Greensfelder Recreation Center, Queeny Park , 
550 Weidman Rd ., Ballwin, MO; 10-5 Saturday and 11-4 Sunday. Raffle Quilt, Ven-
dors, Appraisals, Demos and, of course, Beautiful Quilts. For more information: visit – 
www.thimble and threadstl.org. 
 
April 10 and 11:  Prairie Pine Guild Quilt Show , “Quilting with the Stars”  at Audrain 4
-H Center Mexico, MO, (Route D off Highway 54 South) , Handicapped Accessible-
Plenty of Parking; Friday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  Over 100 quilts & 
items on display Vendors, Demonstrations, Bed Turnings, Opportunity Quilt Charity 
Auction, Quilt Appraisals—Hallye Bone AQS-certified, Food Available Profits go to 
Busy Beavers 4-H Club,  Show admission $5, Promotional Funding by Mexico Tour-
ism Tax.  For additional info contact (573) 581-7322 or www.facebook.com/Prairie-
Pine-Quilt-Guild. 

QUILT EVENTS 

It’s
 

! 


